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HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (/INCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME] HABS NQ.

FARMERS' AND MECHANICS' BANK PA-1h15

SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE .

COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES)

427 Chestnut Street

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE SOURCE) ARCHITECTI(S) (INCLUDE SOURCE)

John M. Gries, architect; John Rice, builder;.
1854-55 Wm. Struthers, marble mason; Robt. Wood, iron wol

SIGNIFICANGCE fARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE ORIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE)
The Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank, at that time the largest in the city, erected the first of

the bank row structures in 185k4. The building has recently been the home of the Philadelphia
Maritime Museum (1965-19T4). Philadelphia Nationsl Bank bought the building in 1917 and

l.gtill owns it,
STYLE (/F APFROPRIATE)

Ttalianate style
MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS)

Qont Pacade is of marble. The.resk of the ];mj]djn% ('gxc]]]djn§ eddition ) is of brick
SHAPE AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)

Approx. 55' (five~bay front) X u5!

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE

Arched windows. Two ground floor window arches have lion heads. All second floor window hoods
have ram heads. Pilasters at ground floor. "Heavy" cornice in typical Italianate fashion. Tﬂe

Danel on the center of the parapet shows an i i i
Pm.ﬂP conpt. an S.ggv%%?nd a plow, which are representative sym-

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE {DESCRIBE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED)
Originally there was a central corridor with flanking offices and a rear three-story bank-

DL

ing room with a skylight.

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES

Interior altered 1873. Turn-of-the century alterations: lavatory addition, partitions, open-
ings, and basement enlargement. :

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE _
See page 3 for an early view of the building. For further architectural description, the

Philadelphia Historical Commission, 1300 Locust St., Philadelphia, Pa., has 1855 insurance
survey for this building. The Society also has Baxter's Business pirectory (conr't. on p. 2)

QURCES OF INFORMATION (INCLUDING LISTING ON NATIONAL REGISTER, STATE REGISTERS, ETC.) .
ome of this informstion is based on Richard Webster's Phila.delp_hia Preserved, published in

1976 by Temple University Press.

COMPILER, AFFILIATION DATE
Susan MceCown, arch. historian, Historic American Bldg. Suryey Feb.23, 1984




FARMERS' AND MECHANICS' BANK

HABS No. PA-1415

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (continued from page one):

The iron door is original and had a lion head knocker.

OTHEER INFORMATION (continued from page one):

which shows the Bank Row (the building is included in this view).

(page 2)



FARMERS' AND MECHANTCS' BANK
HABS No. PA-1415 (page 3)

19th century photograph of the building
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Courtesy of City Hall, Philadelphia, Pa.

Photo No. 25, Vol. .7, Philadelphia Miscellaneous Views.
Photographic Unit, City Hell.




